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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA
Minutes

Student Activities Council

Executive Committee Meeting

October 11, 2007

START: 6.04pm

END: 8.15pm

I. Call to Order

II. Interviews


6.10: Ukrainian Society (cont) Bharat, 6.10pm

Representative: Igor, maker@wharton.upenn.edu, Alexandra Malikova ama@seas.upenn.edu
Commemorate famine that was meant to eradiate the Ukrainian population. Serves purpose in terms of connecting them to a larger Ukrainian network. Just found out about it and so did not request it in its original budget request. Would be taking Chinatown bus. Have 20 active members, and think that 7-10 people would be able to go. Are having weekly movie nights. Ukrainian dinners. Successful events. The event is non-essential to the group’s mission and does not necessarily expose people on campus to the Ukrainian culture. It may be best to hold events on campus to discuss the event. National organization conferences help groups learn how to network with other student groups. SAC Exec would prefer to see events on campus to benefit the rest of the Penn community. Such events would be more relevant and essential to their group’s mission and purpose if it were held in the context of Penn’s campus. 

Recommendation: Do not grant contingency request. 


6.20: PennSID (cont) Sunaina, 6.21pm

Representative: Anish Mehta, anishj@sas.upenn.edu 

Requesting money for Sirius, journal of international development. It is the only journal on Penn’s campus that discusses international development. Eight to ten articles in each submission. 400-500 copies for each issue. Distributed them between different departments. More undergraduate than graduate students. Previously got funding from the provost’s office. Gave $2600 last semester, and expect it to continue. Olde City publishing. $2000 is the amount for incremental increase. Would like to increase circulation by 100%. Journal is one of the current top priorities. Other events are international trips, fair trade goods sale, etc. Primary question is whether this publication is vital to the organization. Usually fund journals for academic groups at half of 75% of costs. If their primary motivation is to circulate a greater number of copies, then they may want to try posting the journal online, which is possible since they have free webspace provided by SAC. They will send a quote. The issue for the organization is what is most important. More research into departmental support would be beneficial. They receive more funding than any SAC publication or academic group. 

Recommendation: Do not grant contingency request. 


6.30: Rotunda Student Committee (rec), 6.34pm

Representative: Peter Richman, prichman@gmail.com, Johann Diedric, diedric@seas.upenn.edu
The Rotunda is located in 40th and Walnut, and this organization is dedicated to getting people to use the building. Group established in Spring 2007. First event was in April 2007, in which sponsored two Penn bands and two regional bands to perform in partnership with 34th Street. Also planning on painting mural inside Rotunda. The promotion effort  was mostly out-of-pocket. 50 people came by. There are no elections and the Board is decentralized. Rationale for not having a board is that as roles arise, they will be defined. Looking to collaborate with other organizations. Rotunda is owned by Penn, but the organization in and of itself is no longer associated with Penn. The group lacks organization, and the primary mission is that of a programming board for an off-campus facility. Its purposes may better be served by SPEC. While it is a registered student group, its primary function as a marketing group does not qualify it to be a SAC Member Group. 

Recommendation: Do not recognize. 



6.40: BBB Society (re-rec) Steve, 6.51pm

Representative: Marisa Moreta, Marisamoreta@gmail.com
De-recognized last academic year due to “negligent treasurer”. The group has since restructured itself and now have e-mail and phone lists to ensure that there will be a representative present at GBMs. Participated in college palooza, held a Coffee House, had performance groups. Tried to recruit through NSO, list serve, etc. Hold elections at end of the Spring semester. Have been relying on BBB Department for help, but have been able to hold events through out-of-pocket expenditure. 

Recommendation: Recognize with a 10% budget cut of this year’s budget.


6.50: Ya’lla (re-rec) Shu, 7.03pm

Representative: Riana Paige, 

They were de-recognized due to excessive absences. With the PAC/DAC representatives, there are specific sub-groups in the troupe which are to take absent representatives’ places at specific meetings. Were re-recognized last semester by DAC and PAC. Made structural changes starting in January 2006; changes have been gradual. Still held an annual show last year. 

Recommendation: Recognize with a 10% budget cut of this year’s budget. 

III. Adjournment/Announcements







