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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA
Agenda

Student Activities Council

Executive Committee Meeting

September 13, 2007

Present: Shirley Liang, Alex King, Jodine Gordon, Sunny Patel, Steven Economou, Shutong Zhang, Sunaina Seelam, Eric Van Nostrand

Absent: Bharat Moudgil

Left early: Jodine Gordon, Shutong Zhang

I. Call to Order – 6:02pm

II. Interviews


6.20: Philosophy Undergraduate Advisory Board (rec). 

6:23: Representative: Alexander McCobin amccobin@sa.upenn.edu 

· Group has existed since Alex’s freshman year. The activities they’ve done so far are: a publication, movie night, and an event for seniors. Recruitment is “going pretty well,” and current membership is 6 members. They will be taking applications later this year. There are 5 members on the executive board, 3 seniors and 2 juniors. General body meetings occur twice a month and have debates. Previously, the Philosophy Department provided funding for some activities; the publication was free because it was online. Expected benefits from SAC recognition: easier to delegate responsibilities and get things done. He will email a list of the members to SAC-Exec.

· Problems: Not enough members.

· Decision: Recognition will NOT be granted.


6.30: Penn for Youth Debate (rec)

6:30: Representative: Alexander McCobin amccobin@sas.upenn.edu 

· Gave synopsis of organization and past accomplishments. The organization provides volunteer debate coaches to Philadelphia public schools during the academic year. It would be a community service organization and requires CHAC recognition before SAC considers it for recognition. It had 30 volunteers last year and is expecting 50-60 volunteers. On-campus activities: Saturday seminars to help students work on debate, working with Parliamentary Debate. Training is done by students. The group wants SAC recognition to ease activities on campus such as recruitment. The parent organization, Perspectives, is non-profit, and will provide some funding and has in the past for start-ups. The Board of PFYD has a President, Secretary, and Treasurer. Members can only be decision-makers as members of the board. Elections will be held in April rather than mid-year because it is an academic year term. Executive Director of Perspectives has authority to remove a board member from PFYD. 

· Problems: Not own student group; merely an arm of an outside organization

· The SAC Account becomes a de facto outside account

· Elections are not a democratic process

· Decision: Recognition will NOT be granted, even after CHAC recognition.


6.40: MAN-UP (rec)

6:45: Representative: Colin Plover plover@nursing.upenn.edu.

· Description of mission: Focus is to give a collective voice for male nurses at Penn. Another focus is men’s health and addressing shortage of nursing and why males aren’t pursuing nursing. Activities: involvement in clinics, collaboration with PANA to get support and resources from people practicing now. Interaction with SNAP: Looking to work with SNAP to plan social events to dispel stereotypes. Recruitment and membership: 50 names on the list. Difficult to get people to meetings because of late-night classes. Have contacted incoming male nurses. Event types: Talks on testicular cancer, distributing condoms during Spring Fling, addressing STD during Fling. Board system: Elections at end of year. Pres, VP, Treasurer, Secretary. All positions are currently filled. Age range: juniors, sophomores, and 2nd year grad student. Meetings: every week or every other week. Paying for costs: T-shirt sales. Advisor: very involved in men’s health and AIDS research; but does not run group.

· Proposed: Recognize on condition that they move their elections to February.

· Decision: unanimous vote among those present in favor of proposed decision above.

6.50: Women in Thought (budget thaw)

6:56: Representative: (name?)

· SAC-Rep burned her hand and went to ER on day of meeting, and was unable to find a replacement. Hereafter the club will have an improved chain of command for finding an alternative to attend meeting: SAC Rep ( President ( other, like a telephone tree.

· Issue for SAC: How to penalize missing the last meeting

· Proposed rule: If a group misses the last GBM of the year, it gets one absence on the next year’s record and its budget gets unfrozen upon meeting with SAC-Exec. 

· Decision: unanimous vote in favor new rule. Will apply to groups that missed the last meeting of prior year going forward.

7.00: Speech and Debate (discussing affiliation with Debate Council)

7:07: Representatives: Kristine, Shane, Andrea.

· Main grievances: low transparency, inaccurate information from Debate Council Treasurer, no meetings involving all constituent groups.

· Specific issues: 1) things are being charged to Speech & Debate (SD) and Penn Forum (PF) without knowledge or initiation by either of the groups. 2) Spending categories: they need more information about this. 3) Representation: everyone on Board is from Parliamentary Debate (PD). Elections are done by popular vote and SD and PF have not been invited to elections in the past. 4) Would like senatorial-type elections. 5) Operate as a council – all 3 groups have never been at a meeting together. 6) Conflict of interest: treasurer for DC also Treasurer of PD. 7) Allocations: previously, a race-to-spend rather than a fair allocation. 

· Things that SD and PF have tried to do to resolve issue within DC: Discussed with leaders of DC but received misinformation regarding SAC and budget system.

· Ideal Scenario: Maintain DC as long as there is an amendment that requires more representation for SD and PF. 

· Why stay in DC? Maintain tradition, have umbrella group to work with SAC.

· Issues for SAC-Exec: 

· Should Debate Council continue to exist?

· How much of a role should Exec play in mediating the conflict

· Action: Eric and one other Exec member will attend the meeting between Debate Council groups next week and will report back to Exec.

III. Adjournment/Announcements

Meeting adjourned: 8:40pm.







